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Comedy in the Lower and Central North Island outside of Wellington is in healthy shape and 

it has been awesome to see the growth and development in the Taranaki, Whanganui, 

Manawatū and Hawkes Bay regions over the past 12 months. 

 

The House of Laughs crew in New Plymouth are doing a wonderful job of growing a local 

performer base and there's some exciting talent coming through. They're incredibly 

supportive of one another and visiting guests, so touring comedians to Taranaki, reach out to 

them and I’m sure they'll be more than happy to assist you. 

 

Whanganui performers have done very well. In the most recent Raw Comedy Quest saw five 

of the finalists either raised or residing from the city/region. Most of these performers 

currently make their way to perform in Manawatū (mostly Palmy), but with a regular monthly 

semi-professional night starting up, it's hoped that they are able to develop closer to home. 

 

Manawatū (and Palmy) has been going strong since 2017. There are a heap of new performers 

coming through thanks to The Comedy Hub's introduction to stand up course, which teaches 

participants the basics to get up on stage and perform. There's a fortnightly open mic night 

and a monthly curated open mic night, as well as monthly shows at Globe Theatre and other 

gigs that pop up from time to time around the wider region in towns like Sanson, Pahiatua 

and Dannevirke. 

 

Hawkes Bay has been established as a scene for approximately 6 years, and it is going through 

a transition period currently, with a number of new performers coming through to replace 

experienced ones whose commitments outside of comedy have pulled them away for a while.  

 

There's exciting things happening, and it has been a pleasure to be a representative for this 

region. I've decided to step back from the board and focus on other things in my life, as well 

as continuing to grow opportunities here. 
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